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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL DISTRICT

ISAIAH JAMES SILVA,

Plaintiff,
Vs,

COURTNEY LOVE, OSAMA LUTFI,

ROSS BUTLER, YAN YUKHTMAN, BLUE
VELVET LLC, JOHN NAZARIAN,
NAZARIAN AND ASSOCIATES, ESQUIRE
INTERNATIONALE THE AGENCY,
MICHAEL EVAN SCHENK, MARC GANS,
LAW OFFICES OF MARC GANS,

and DOES 1-50 inclusive

Defendant(s),

Case MNo.: HG?G?HE?

UNLIMITED CIVIL CASE AMOUNT IN

EXCESS OF $25,000 COMPLAINT FOR CIVIL

AND PUNITIVE DAMAGES &
DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL FOR:

I. PER SE VIOLATION OF STATUTE:

- BURGLARY
- ROBBERY
-  SEXUAL BATTERY
-  KIDNAPPING
- ATTEMPTED MURDER
- CRIMINAL THREATS
- FALSE IMPRISONMENT
-  EXTORTION
- DISSUADING A WITNESS
ASSAULT & BATTERY;
FALSE IMPRISONMENT
EXTORTION
STALKING
INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF
EMOTIONAL DISTRESS;
7. TRESPASS
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Plamtiff lsaiah SILVA believes and alleges against all Defendants and each of them. as follows:

PARTIES, JURISDI & VENLE

Plaintiff’ Isaiah James Silva (hercinafier referred to as SILVA) 15 a musician and front man for
the rock band The Eeries. SILVA is the ex-husband of Frances Bean Cobain (hereinafier

referred to as COBAIN), COBAIN is the only child of musicians, Kurt Cobain, deceased, and
Defendant Courtney Love. At all imes relevant to this litigation SILV A was a resident of Log

Angeles County, California.

. Defendant Courtney Michelle Love, also known as “Courtney Love Cobain™ and “Courtney

Michelle Harrison™ (hereinafier referred 1o as LOVE) is a former musician and was the mother-
in-law of SILVA. LOVE has a documented history of eriminal drug use and violence including
arrests for assault with a deadly weapon and battery, Upon information and belief, LOVE isa

resident of Los Angeles County, California and was at all times relevant to this litigation,

- Defendant Osama Nicolas Luthi, also known ag “Sam Lutfi” and “Sam Lufti” (hereinafter

referred to as LUTFT) is LOVE's business manager, infamous sell-proclaimed Hollywood
“fixer,” and illicit drug supplier to LOVE and COBAIN. LUTFI has a documented history
insinuating himself into the personal and business afTairs of female entertainers such as Britney
Spears, Amanda Bynes, and Lindsay Lohan. LUTFI also has a long documented history of drug
mvolvement, threals, violence, stalking, and harassment which has resulted in at least six
restraining orders in Los Angeles and Orange Counties, Upon information and belief, LUTFI is

a resident of Los Angeles County, California and was at all times relevant to this litigation.

Defendant Ross Fleming Butler (heretnafier referred to as BUTLER) is an actor, close

i
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nssociate, and agent of LUTFI who acted as a courier for illicit drugs supplied to LOVE and
COBAIN. In June 2016 BUTLER was LUTFI's roommate. According to the Los Angeles
District Attorney’s Office, BUTLER could not be questioned by police in the SILV A matter
because he fled 1o Canada immediately afterward, Upon information and belief, BUTLER is a

resident of Los Angeles County, California and was at all times relevant to this litigation.

Defendant Yan Yukhtman (hereinafter referred to as YUKHTMAN) is a professional chauffer
doing business as BLUE VELVET LLC. YUKHTMAN is a close associate and agent of
LUTFL YUEHTMAN has a long and disturbing history of criminal conduct and arrests
including, but not limited to, arrests for crimes of violence, drugs, illegal possession of
ammunition, solicitation of criminal conduct, and possession of poisonous or harmful
substances. Upon information and belief, YUKHTMAN is a resident of Los Angeles County,

Califomia and was at all times relevant to this litigation.

Defendant John James Nazarian (hereinafier referred to as NAZARIAN) is a private
investigator doing business as ESQUIRE INTERNATIONALE THE AGENCY and
NAZARIAN AND ASSOCIATES. NAZARIAN hills himself as “the scum of Hollywood™ and
boasts a celebrity clientele. NAZARIAN has produced and posted insiructional videos which
encourage women fo stage fake crime scenes and make false reports 1o the police in order to
hirve their spouses falsely arrested and removed from the house, “How to Throw Your Husband
Out - Divorce Advice,” In another video, NAZARIAN characterizes his work on behalf of the
wealthy, “The rich and powerful always want their pound of flesh and we kind of go out and
collect it for them:" and “You pick vour worst lawyer that you know, we're 10 floors below
him, That's what we get paid to do.” NAZARIAN is an associate of LOVE and she has

employed his services in the past. Upon information and belief, NAZARIAN is a resident of
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Los Angeles County, California and was at all times relevant to this litigation.

Defendant Mare 8. Gans (hereinafter referred 10 as GANS) is LOVE's attorney and has
previously represented LUTFL Upon information and belief, GANS is a resident of Loz

Angeles County, California and was at all times relevant to this litigation.

Defendant Michael Evan Schenk. also known as “Michael Vega™ and “Vega Schenk™
(hereinafier referred to as SCHENK) is a musician who, at all times relevant to this complaint,
was employed by COBAIN as a personal assistant. Upon information and belief, SCHENE is a

resident of Los Angeles County, Califomia and was at all times relevant {o this litigation,

The true names and capacities of the Defendants, DOES | through 50, inclusive, whether
mdividual, corporate; associate or otherwise, are unknown to Plaintiff at the time of filing this
Complaint and Plaintiff, therefore, sue said Defendants by such fictitious names and will ask
leave of Court to amend this Complaint to show their true names or capacities when the same
have been ascertained. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and thereon allege, that cach of the
[OE Defendants is, in some manner, responsible for the events and happenings herein set forth

and direetly and proximately caused injury and damages to the Plaintifl as herein alleged,

Jurisdiction and venue for this action in the County of Los Angeles are proper pursuant to,
without limitation, California Code of Civil Procedure §393 and §395.5 in that, among other
things, the conduct occurred and the claims and causes of action alleged herein arose in the

State of California, County of Los Angeles.

SYNOPSIS

In this case Defendants LOVE, LUTFI, BUTLER, and YUKHTMAN entered into a criminal

4
COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES —SILVA v, LOVE, st al




11

L2

13

14

12,

13

14,

conspiracy to commit trespass, burglary, home invasion robbery, assault, battery, kidnapping,
and murder against Frances COBAIN’s estranged husband, lsaiah SILVA. The primary
objective of their conspiracy was to locate and take possession of a guitar believed to be worth
millions of dollars, which was gified to SILVA, by COBAIN, on January 8, 2014, six months
prior to their June 29, 2014 marriage. The conspirators’ secondary objective was to remove
SILVA from the home on Curson Avenue and end any potential legal claims SILVA may have

to the Curson property, the Willoughby Trust, and spousal support.

In the carly morning hours of June 3, 2016, in furtherance of their conspiracy, Defendants
LUTFL BUTLER, and YUKHTMAN did burglarize, rob, assault, batter, sexually batter.
kidnap, and attempt to murder SILVA at his North Curson Avenue residence in West

Hollywood, Califomia,

When LOVE, LUTFI, BUTLER, and YUKHTMAN's plan to murder SILVA was frustrated by
unforeseen complications, LOVE's attomey, GANS, joined their criminal conspiracy in an
effort to fulfill the objectives of the conspiracy by means other than murder. Beginning in the
pre-dawn hours of June 3, 2016 and continuing through June 4, 2016, LOVE, LUTFI,

BUTLER, YUKHTMAN, and GANS acted in concert to falsely imprison and extort SILVA.

After June 4, 2016, coconspirators LOVE, LUTFI, BUTLER, and YUKHTMAN engaged in a
pattern of conduct that included criminal threats, bribes, stalking, intimidation. defamation,
extortion, and dissuasion against SILV A, his family members, friends, and witnesses favorahle
le SILV A as part of an ongoing campaign of intimidation aimed at evading criminal prosecution

and achieving the unsatisfied objectives ol their original conspiracy.

On June 24, 2016 LOVE and LUTFI conspired with NAZARIAN and SCHENK to unlawfully

3
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wrest control of the Curson Avenue houss from SILVA, thereby realizing one of the original
objectives of the June 3, 2016 eriminal conspiracy between LOVE, LUTFI, BUTLER,
YURKHTMAN, and GANS. In furtherance of the June 24, 2016 conspiracy, NAZARIAN and
SCHENK did assault and cause physical injury to SILVA’s mother while in SILVAs presence

and with the intent of terronzing and intimidating SILVA,
GENERAL ALLEGATIONS ASTO OF ACTION

Al all vimes herein mentioned, each ol the Defendants and DOES 1-50, were the coconspirator,
agenl, servant, and'or employvee of each of the other Defendants and were at all times herein

mentioned acting within the scope of said conspiracy/ agency and/or emplovment.

SILVA met COBAIN on January 8, 2010, after which a dating relationship began. At the time
the two met, SILVA was working with special needs children at an elementary school in Orange
County. He held this position for approximately eight years, while concurrentiy working in the

music industry and developing his music career.

COBAIN is the only child of two musicians, Kurt Cobain, deceased, and Defendant LOVE. In

2011, COBAIN and SILVA began residing together full-time,

Commencing in 2012, according to emails provided (o SILVA by COBAIN, LOVE’s business
manager, Defendant LUTFI, began surreptitiously providing services for COBAIN and LOVE

in trade for favors and lovalty.

During the time outlined herein, LUTFI surreptitiously provided narcotics and illicit
benzodiazepines to COBAIN and LOVE, Defendant LUTFI and COBAIN referred 1o the drugs

as “cookies.” For example, when the two discussed the need for more narcotics and llicit

-]
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benzodiazepines they would communicate in code and say, “the cookie jar is empty,” or
something 10 that effect. ATTACHED HERETO, MARKED EXHIBIT | COLLECTIVELY,
AND INCORPORATED HEREIN AS IF SET OUT AT LENGTH, ARE COPIES OF SEVEN
EMAIL CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN LUTFI AND COBAIN REGARDING THEIR

ILLICIT DRUG TRANSACTIONS,

LUTFI routinely used Defendant BUTLER to deliver the narcotics and illicit benzodiazepines
to COBAIN, One routine was for, BUTLER to leave the drugs in a hiding place in the bushes
outside of SILVA and COBAIN"s Curson Avenue residence. This hiding place was
predetermined by LUTFI and COBAIN through email. The narcotics and illicit benzodiazepines
were hidden to ensure SILV A was unaware of the secret drug-related business relationship
between LUTF] and COBAIN, COBAIN, in an attempt to further conceal her requests for
narcotics and illicit benzodiazepines, developed a code of emojis to disguise each of the illicit
drugs that she would solicit from LUTFI. ATTACHED HERETO, MARKED EXHIBIT 2,
AND INCORPORATED HEREIN AS IF SET OUT AT LENGTH, IS THE LEGEND FOR
THE EMOJI CODE USED IN HER ILLICIT DRUG TRANSACTION COMMUNICATIONS

WITH LUTFL

Background pertinent to the issues to be alleged herein is, COBAIN lived primarily with LOVE,
in New York, until approximately 2009 when COBAIN's grandmother, Wendy O*Connor,
formerly Wendy Cobain, (hereinafier referred to as O'CONNOR) and COBAIN's aunt, Kimmy
Cobain (hereinafter referred to as KIMMY'), obtained legal guardianship of COBAIN.
Thereafter COBAIN moved to Los Angeles. At the same time, O'CONNOR and KIMMY
moved from the family home in Washington State, and into a home just doors down the street

trom COBAIN on West Knoll, in West Hollywood.

-
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After dating for a vear, COBAIN proposed (0 SILVA on July 4, 2011 and, in celebration of
their engagement, the young couple searched for a home near West Hollywood selecting and
moving inte a Curson Avenue residence in West Hollywood. Subsequently, COBAIN's
estranged mother, LOVE, rented & home directly across from Wattles Park, a small park within
walking distance of SILVA and COBAIN"s Curson Avenue residence. LUTFI would Iater

claim that he and BUTLER facilitated LOVE's move to this location.

LOVE seemingly moved into her new residence with the intent of smoothing things over with
COBAIN. Soon after her move, LOVE began texting and soliciting SILVA for his help in
mending the damaged relationship with her danghter. At about that time, LOVE sent a tex!
message to SILVA imploring him to allow her to introduce him to LUTFL LOVE'$ confidant
and business manager, Despite SILVA’s apprehension, due to the infamous reputation that
preceded both LUTF] and LOVE. SILVA felt obligated to appease the request of his future
mother-in-law furthering LOVE"s hopes that SILVA would broker peace between her and
COBAIN. Subsequently, LUTFT initiated numerous attempts to ingratiate himself with both

COBAIN and SILV A,

O May 31, 2012, LUTFL, stating he was a confidant of LOVE's, solicited COBAIN by email
requesting that COBAIN get to know him and telling her that a relationship would be mutually
beneficial. Evidence of LUTFI"s idea of a mutually beneficial relationship is illustrated in
subsequent emails between COBAIN and LUTFL In one email, COBAIN thanked LUTFI for
traveling to Mexico, obtaining illicit drugs, and transporting them back to the United States for
her and LOVE's use. In exchange, COBAIN insisted on paying LUTFI for any expense

incurmed during the process of refilling the “eookie jar.” ATTACHED HERETO. MARKED

fi
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EXHIBIT 3 COLLECTIVELY, AND INCORPORATED HEREIN AS IF SET OUT AT

LENGTH, ARE THE ABOVE REFERENCED EMAIL COMMUNICATIONS,

COBAIN and SILVA engaged now for some time, and with SILV A still none the wiser that
LUTFI had been surreptitiously providing narcotics and illicit benzodiazepines to COBAIN, set
October 30, 2013 as their wedding date. However, before the date arrived, SILV A became
mcreasingly concerned after witnessing COBAIN, on a number of occasions, mest a car oulside
of their Curson Avenue residence, return inside in a suspicious manner, and immediately retreat
into the bathroom. When COBAIN emerged from the bathroom, she exhibited bizarre, agitated,
and abusive behavior. On several oceasions, COBAIN did not return from the bathroom for
long periods of time. On one such occasion, S1ILV A became alarmed and entered the bathroom,
SILVA found COBAIN passed out on the bathroom floor from apparent drug use, This was not
an isolated incident and as time went by, SILVA found COBAIN in this condition with greater
frequency. Despite SILVAs observations, COBAIN continued to emphatically deny that her
behavior and physical condition were drug-related. SILV A spent countless sleepless nights
monitoring COBAIN's breathing and behavior fearful that she would pass away in her drug-
induced deep sleep. On oceasion, SILVA documented COBATN's behavior with the hope that
sharing a video of her conduct with her would convince COBAIN that her drug use was a
serious and potentially life-threatening problem. SILVA hoped that it would motivate COBAIN
to seek treatment, Unfortunately, COBAIN's drug use only escalated and came to the point
where SILVA was finding COBAIN passed out on the bathroom floor just feet from the bed

where his five-year-old daughter, Arlo Silva (hereinafier referred 1o as ARLD), was sleeping.

Owver time, and after heart-to-heart discussions, COBAIN not only admitted to SILVA that she

was receiving narcotics and illicit benzodiazepines from LUTFI, she also provided SILVA with

g
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the email exchanges, marked as exhibits herein, between hersell and LUTFI detailing their
surreptitious drug-based business relationship. This confirmed to SILVA that LUTFL, LOVES
business manager and confidant, was, in fact, conspiring with and furnishing drugs 1o COBAIN

behind SILVA's back.,

In one particular email exchange between LUTFI and COBAIN on October 12, 2013 at
approximately 5:00 p.m., LUTF] discussed the delivery of “cookies™ to COBAIN. In the email
LUTFI proposed that COBAIN introduce BUTLER to SILV A stating, “1"m telling va, you
should have Ross bring over GTAS say your Mom’s sending it as a gift and Ross can meet you
two ... and never mention me or COOKIES plus [ bet vou Isaiah will think he's cool, Ross is
playing guitar for the Rolling Stones in San Fran this December BTW plus if they click, then
great, you'll have a friend of his that's incredibly loval to you,” COBAIN responded,
“Amazing” and said “My in-laws are still here so maybe he should put them on the left side in
the bushes like he did the first time just lemme know when he’s on his way so | can distract.”

ATTACHED HERETO, MARKED AS EXHIBIT 4, AND INCORPORATED HEREIN AS IF

SET OUT AT LENGTH, IS THE ABOVE REFERENCED EMAIL COMMUNICATION,

Upon confirmation of LUTFI's clandesting drug supply arrangement with COBAIN, SILVA
became extremely worried for COBAIN and himself. SILVA's underlying suspicion of LUTFI
was further validated by Blackbox Security professionals hired following a break-in at the
couple’s Curson Avenue residence in October 2012, The employees of Blackbox Security
recommended that STLV A and COBAIN not give any personal information to LUTFI, stating
that LUTFI is notorious for using such information to go after people. This understanding
coupled with SILVA’s knowledge of the content of the email exchanges between COBAIN and

LUTFI. caused SILVA to personalize the home's “Smile You're on Camera™ surveillance sign

L0
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with the message “That means you Sam Lutfi and Ross Butler.” A celebrity gossip website
picked up on his handwritten note on the security sign and published an article which got back
to LOVE and LUTFI angering them. Foreshadowing what was to come for SILVA vears later,
LOVE and LUTFI flooded COBAIN and SILVA with calls and texts demanding that SILV A
take the sign down immediately and issue a public apology to LUTFI and BUTLER. SILVA did
not apologize, but appeased LOVE and LUTFI by eventually taking the sign down.
ATTACHED HERETO, MARKED AS EXHIBIT 5, AND INCORPORATED HEREIN AS IF

SET OUT AT LENGTH, 15 A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE ABOVE REFERENCED SIGN.

LUTFI"s intrusion inte SILVA and COBAIN’s life and relationship was not limited to
supplying drugs to COBAIN, LUTFI found ways to insinuate himsell into nearly anvthing that
involved COBAIN and her mother, LOVE. LOVE referred 1o LUTFI as her “Rottweiler” and
described him in text messages to SILVA, .. he's a rott weiler (sic) when it comes to
protecting me and my assets and a good friend.” In February 2015, LOVE, LUTFL COBAIN,
and SILVA were scheduled to attend a premiere of the Kurl Cobain documentary “Montage of
Heck™ in Berlin, Prior to the premiere. SILVA became ill and could not travel for the event, He
encouraged COBAIN to go without him, but she chose (o stay with SILVA. This angered
LUTFI and he lashed out at SILV A, accused him of lving about his illness, and threatened him.
Knowing that LUTFI lives on the end of LOVE's leash, COBAIN informed her mother about
LUTFI's conduct and LOVE apologized to SILVA by text message. In the messages LOVE
once again confirmed LUTFI's status as her Rottweiler and her position as his handler, “Fhe
Just told me about Sam. [ had no idea [ have a Rottweiler whose out of control, Just fucking
ignore him. Im so sorry. Terribly so. 1 told him to knock it the fuck ofT. If he continues please

tell me. Ignore him, I should not have shared nr concern with him. Im sorry you are being

11
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growled at and threatened. He's probably drunk. Just ignore it.” ATTACHED HERETO,
MARKED AS EXHIBIT 6 COLLECTIVELY, AND INCORPORATED HEREIN AS IF SET
OUT AT LENGTH, ARE THE ABOVE REFERENCED TEXT MESSAGE

COMMUNICATIONS,

As part of LOVE and LUTFI's joint effort to cajole their way into COBAIN and SILVA's lives,
LOVE, with a full knowledge of LUTFI's sordid public reputation, nonetheless told SILVA to

trust LUTFI, She asserted that LUTFI would be vseful and worth having on their side,

Thie extent of LUTFIs utility to LOVE was later illustrated by a 2013 email exchange between
LUTFI and COBAIN. Having lost control of Kurt Cobain’s estate to her daughter in 2010,
LOVE was replaced as the estate’s manager by Attorney David Byrnes. In addition, LOVE’s
decision authonity for the estate, End of Music, LLC (hereinafter referred to as EOM), was
transferred to COBAIN, In the October 11, 2013 email exchange with COBAIN, LUTFI
endeavors to enlist COBAIN"s influence with EOM to expedite a large royalty payment LUTF]
claims 15 due o LOVE. In an emotional play to obtain COBAIN"s support and financial aid,
LUTFI told COBAIN that LOVE was in debt by at least one hundred thirty thousand dollars
($130,000) and would not be able o pay her sixteen thousand-dollar ($16,000) rent, among
other obligations. In a cynical effort to play COBAIN against EOM, LUTFI implied that EOM
blamed COBAIN for their decision to not make the payment to LOVE earlier, LUTFI wrote,
“They basically rubbed it in our face already that vou don't care that (the check) is coming in
Dec rather than next week,™ In an email back to LUTFI, COBAIN initially says that she will
intercede on LOVE"s behalf if she ean get drugs delivered, “Tell u what 1"l do that if | can geta
package delivered tonight or tomorrow, Fair trade off?" LUTFI responds by telling COBAIN

that LOVE has been living “frugally”™ and reiterates the gravity of LOVE's financial position,

13
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LUTFI ends his email with a reference to the drugs COBAIN requested and an implied quid pro
qua as to future drug deliveries, “1 know you're thinking Fuck this guy and where’s Ross lol,
don’t worry, that's being taken care of.., but I'll be dry after that, so trying desperately o work
on refilling the cookie jar.” In the end. LOVE's Rottweiler filled the cookie jar and successfully
exploited the addiction he encouraged and fueled with COBAIN 1o manipulate her into
interceding with EOM on LOVE"s behalf, COBATN later claimed that she also gave LOVE
money to pay her renl. ATTACHED HERETO, MARKED AS EXHIBIT 7 COLLECTIVELY,
AND INCORPORATED HEREIN AS IF SET OUT AT LENGTH, ARE THE ABOVE

REFERENCED EMAIL COMMUNICATIONS.

Deeply hurt by COBATN's deception surrounding her secret drug-related business relationship
with LUTFI, and following a drug-fueled episode of domestic violence wherein COBAIN
struck SILV A, SILV A called off the couple’s engagemient and October 30, 2013 wedding date.
Soon thereafter COBAIN decided it was in her best interest and the best interest of her
relationship with SILVA to discontinue her illicit relationship with LUTFL Toward this end,
COBAIN provided SILVA with copies of her email communications with LUTFI regarding

their illicit drug-related business relationship.

The relationship between SILVA and COBAIN improved and the couple reestablished their
trust. SILV A and COBAIN began looking to their future and possible marmage. Ultimately

COBAIN and LUTFI rekindled their drug-related business relationship behind SILVA s back,

Unaware of this development, SILVA swrprised COBAIN with a marriage proposal and ring to
celebrate their re-engagement. The couple set a new wedding date for June 2014, In anticipation

of the couples annual January 8 celebration of their dating anniversary, which would have

L3
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